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2011 Constitution The Marlborough Independent Softball League (MISL) was organized to provide a forum for organized, fun and competitive softball.  MISL encourages fair play, allows for the spirit of competitiveness and fosters good friendships.  The goals of this league are to instruct and promote an individualized degree of softball competence and knowledge, and to have fun.

The Marlborough Women’s Softball League (MWSL) is part of the overall MISL.

Mission Statement: Provide an atmosphere encompassing all levels of play to unite the passion and fun of the game.  Here is where we intertwine athleticism, camaraderie, and competition while harboring positive attitudes necessary to win.

In order to maintain a coherent structure in a league with such diversified skills, it is necessary to provide a solid and equitable set of guidelines.  We urge each member of this league to adhere to these rules so that the season will be as enjoyable as possible.

Article I – Executive Board Officers

Section 1

The Executive Board shall consist of President, Vice-President, Treasurer and Secretary, or, the group of current Coaches will make up the Executive Board.  Together they are responsible for all league decisions.  

Section 2

The league shall elect these officials during the banquet held at the end of each season.  The vote will be by ballot and the majority will rule.   The newly elected officers will be announced after the banquet.

Section 3

A. Any woman with a vested interest in the league, such as a player/coach/assistant coach, willing to run for a position on the Executive Board, should notify the current Executive Board by August 31st. Write-in votes for positions will be allowed.

B. The term of office for each member of the Executive Board will be approximately one (1) year, depending on the timing of the vote taken at the banquet.

Section 4

The Executive Board will be responsible for deciding when actions should be taken regarding any infractions of this Constitution.  Majority will rule.  In the event of a tie, the President has the final decision.

Section 5

A. Attendance at all meetings is mandatory.

B. Any officer may be asked to step down from her position by majority vote of the Executive Board.

Section 6

The Executive Board is responsible for the operation of the league.  The following lists some of the major duties and responsibilities.  The President may make assignments as necessary.

A. Approve all player transfers and additions after roster deadlines

B. Promote all MWSL raffles and/or fundraisers, functions and banquets

C. Establish any necessary special committees

D. Schedule Umpires and fields

E. Work with the recreation department with regard to any fees and paperwork

F. Institute new ideas to be presented to the Executive Board and team coaches for majority vote

G. Ensure each coach has a copy of:

· Contact list of all coaches/assistant coaches (email/phone)

· Contact list of officers (email/phone)

· Team rosters

· Maintain master roster for all teams

· Coaches rules sheet

· Players rules sheet

Section 7

Executive officers and coaches are exempt from registration fees.  This is a gesture for their time reimbursement.  

Section 8

In the event that the President is unable to complete her term, the Vice-President will assume her duties until the next election.

Article II – Team Coach

Section 1

 To become a coach, the woman must meet the eligibility guidelines listed in Article IV.

Section 2

The coach has specific duties and responsibilities as stated below:

A. She has full responsibility for the running of her team.  She will assign positions as she sees fit, and will enforce all necessary disciplinary decisions.

B. She will consider all veteran players before recruiting new players.  If a controversy amongst a veteran player arises, it must be brought to the Executive Board.

C. All decisions made by a coach may be appealed.  The notification of the request for appeal must be done via email and be submitted to the Executive Board.  (Extreme cases only!)

D. She will share responsibility with the Executive Board in the execution and enforcement of the Constitution.

E. Her attendance is mandatory at both league and coach’s meetings.  If she is unable to attend, the assistant coach must be sent.   In the event that the coach and assistant coach do not attend the meeting, the matter will be addressed with the Executive Board for possible disciplinary action.  This may result in termination of the coach.

F. She is responsible for communicating to her team regarding the scheduling of any make-up games, in conjunction with the officers and the opposing team coach.

G.  She is responsible for notifying a league officer of any disciplinary problems cited during a game.

H.  She must notify the Executive Board prior to obtaining practice permits.

I.   She is responsible for appointing the assistant coach.  Only coaches may interact with her team members on the field and MUST obey the league rules.  

J.  Upon the completion of each game, the coach will text or email her score to the designee. 

Article III – Team

Section 1

Each team must have a roster of at least twelve (12) players, but no more than eighteen (18) players.

Section 2

Each team, through their sponsor, will pay a sponsor fee of $650.  This sponsor fee is due two weeks before the start of the season, and will cover the cost of all expenses incurred during the season.  These include umpires, softballs, equipment, lights, first aid kits, scorebooks, and uniform shirts.  In the event a sponsor cannot produce the payment within the allotted timeframe, and the sponsor’s reasons for such failure are justified and deemed reasonable by the Executive Board, a letter of intent to pay the fee during the season will be accepted.  

Section 3

The league will provide to each team a:

A. Copy of the Constitution

B. Coaches rule sheet

C. Players rule sheet

D. Schedule

E. Executive Board members contacts list

F. Coaches/Assistant Coaches contacts list

G. First aid kit

H. Information to ASA Softball Rulebook online

I. Scorebook

J. Sub List and 2 uniform shirts (#s 70 and 71)

K. Helmets and catcher’s equipment, if needed

L. Balls (total to be determined by number of home games scheduled)

Section 4

The Executive Board must approve the admittance of a new team in the league.  This team must have the sponsor fee and roster turned in to the President at least one month prior to the start of the season.

Section 5

The Executive Board must be notified of any roster additions, deletions or other changes ASAP.  This applies to changes made after the initial roster submission at the beginning of the season up to the final roster submission in the middle of the season.

Article IV – Eligibility Guidelines

Section 1

The player must be female.

Section 2

In general, the player must be at least twenty-one (21) years of However, each team is allowed to have two players who are twenty (20) years old.  
Section 3

The player must pay a league fee, fill out the league application form, and sign all official release forms before playing her first game or she will forfeit her eligibility for the season.


A. Any player joining the league after the start of the season and before the midpoint of the season will pay regular dues and sign all official release forms before playing her first game.    Any player joining the league after the midpoint of the season will pay half of the regular dues.  The midpoint of the season is determined on the team’s scheduled regular season games, not actual played games.

B. Any player joining the league after the start of the season is responsible for the cost of her uniform shirt.

Section 4

Any player ejected from a game, either while playing or as a spectator, for an infraction of this Constitution, will be suspended from the following three (3) games.  Refer to Article IX, Section 2, Major Infractions.  

Section 5

It is requested that any player, upon discovering that she is pregnant prior to or during the season, notify her coach and an Executive Board member.     The player must provide a doctor’s note indicating that it is safe for her to continue to play.
Section 6

Any returning player that wants to join a different team prior to the start of regular season games must submit her request in email to the Executive Board.  

Section 7

If a player wishes to change to another team after the start of regular season games and before the midpoint (proposed team’s scheduled games midpoint), the player must submit her request stating her reason(s) in writing/email to the Executive Board for approval.  No team changes can occur during the second half of the season or during the playoffs.

Section 8

A player cannot quit and then return within the same season.  She is allowed to be listed on a team roster once only.

Article V – Game Rules and Guidelines

Section 1

Game times are 6:30pm and 8:00pm on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.  There will be one Saturday each month of the regular playing season (June, July, and August) in which games are played.  Game times on Saturdays are generally 9:30am, 11:00am, and 12:30pm.  

There are no grace periods for any of the games.  For example, the second game on Tuesday will start at 8:00pm or immediately after the first game, should the first game run longer than 8:00pm. 

A. In the event that a team does not have a minimum of nine (9) players to start, the game is forfeited.  In order to start a game, teams must have at least seven (7) players from their own roster.  Each team is allowed to “pick up” two (2) players from the league sub list in order to make a team of nine (9).   A team that is borrowing players may not have more than nine (9) players at any time.  In the event an original team member (who is on both the team roster and game lineup) arrives at the game prior to the completion of the third inning, she will replace the “sub” so that the borrowing team does not have more than nine (9) players.

B. If no one is available from the sub list, subs can be used from the opposing team, as long as that team remains with a minimum of ten (10) players.

C. Any player that is subbing for another team will not be allowed to pitch for the team they are helping.

D. Substitutions are not permitted during playoffs.

Section 2

Guidelines for games called for various reasons.

A. In the event that the lights do not go on, or the lights go off before the completion of a game, the game will resume at the point of the last complete inning during the dates allotted for rain-outs.  

B. In the event that the game is called due to weather, the following rules apply:

1. If 5 innings have been completed, or 4 ½ if the home team is winning, the game is considered complete.

2. If the game is called before the completion of the 5th inning, or 4½ if the home team is winning, then the game will resume from the last complete ½ inning or the beginning of the interrupted inning.  This game will resume during the next available date set aside for rain-outs.

C. In the event that the game is not called due to inclement weather, but upon arrival at the field the conditions are questionable, the umpire(s) and both coaches can cancel a game if they are in agreement.  The umpire(s) will have the deciding vote.

D. The regular season consists of 20 games per team.  Every effort will be made to play all games; however, a minimum of 18 games will serve as a guideline to avoid extreme circumstances (such as an overextended season).

E. Playoff games will be a minimum of 7 innings (or 6.5 if the home team is winning at the end of the top of the 7th inning).

Section 3

Any team which folds during the season will be assessed a loss for all remaining games.

Section 4

If a team wishes to protest a game:

A. The coach must notify the league President within 24 hours of the game.

B. If the protest is filed, the President must have a meeting with the Executive Board and coached, as needed, prior to the following week’s games in order to decide the case.

Section 5*

Base coaches must be team players or a team coach, with the understanding that she only interacts with her team.  

Section 6

Coaches may choose to not play at all, except if a forfeit will result.  This declaration must be made prior to the start of the season on the team roster.

Section 7

The league will supply first aid kits to each team.  It is then the team’s responsibility to keep them stocked and available at every game and practice.

Article VI – Playing Requirements

Section 1*

All team players must wear the current year’s uniform shirt.  A uniform consists of a team shirt of a uniform color. The league provides the uniform shirts.  The shirts must remain unaltered, which means no cutting the sleeves, no shortening the length, and no cutting the neckline.  The uniform shirt must have the team name and player numbers visible.  The shirt cannot be worn inside out or backwards.

Any sub for a team must wear a team shirt.  Two extra shirts will be provided at the start of the season (the designated sub shirts have shirt numbers 70 and 71).  If there is not an extra shirt for a sub, then the sub will NOT be allowed to play and the game will be forfeited.
Section 2*

All players must have met all eligibility requirements.

Section 3*

Players must play in five (5) of the team’s regular season games in order to be eligible for playoffs.

Section 4

If a player is injured or suspended, she must be present at the games in order for them to be counted towards her total played for the season.  The opposing team must have her name written in the scorebook as having attended the game.

Article VII – Amendments to the ASA Modified Softball Rulebook and National By-laws

The league adheres to the ASA modified pitch rules with the exception of the following:

1. All present, dressed team members must play at least two (2) innings of every seven-inning game.

2. Courtesy runner:

a. A player that starts the game knowing she needs a courtesy runner if she gets to first base safely, must be designated as needing a courtesy runner in the lineup presented at the beginning of the game.

b. If a player designated as needing a courtesy runner reaches second on a hit, a courtesy runner will not be granted.  If she can get to second safely she does not need a runner.

i. This does not apply to a player that was not designated as needing a courtesy runner.  If a non-designated player gets hurt while running to any base, a courtesy runner is possible.

c. Any player designated as needing a courtesy runner, will be granted a courtesy runner, which is the player on her team that made the last out.  If this is the first inning and no out has been recorded, the player that is furthest away from batting will be the courtesy runner.

d. Our extra innings rule requires that the player that made the last out in the previous inning starts on second base for that team’s half of an extra inning.  If that person is a player that is designated as needing a courtesy runner, then the player in the line-up spot directly above that designated player will start on second base for their team’s part of the inning.

3. Pitching and Catching

The pitcher shall take a position with both feet on the pitcher’s plate.  The hands shall be separated.  The ball can be in the glove or pitching hand.  Her shoulders shall be in line with first and third bases.  The pitching arm motion is up to the discretion of the umpire.  
4. MWSL does allow bunting and  there will not be a limit to the number of bunts allowed per game.  If a batter squares to bunt, the batter MUST bunt.  The batter may not Slap the ball.  This is for safety reasons.  

5. Base stealing IS permitted.

6. Dropped third strike rule IS in effect.

7. Metal cleats are NOT permitted. 

8. A batter is allowed 2 fouls after receiving two strikes.  The 3rd foul is considered a strike and the batter is out.

9. There will be a 10 run mercy rule after the 5th inning.  The losing team must bat in the deemed last inning.  No other mercy rules will affect the game.
10. Only ASA approved bats are allowed.  Umpires will check the bats prior to the start of a game and will deem bats illegal/unfit.  The umpires will have the final decision on whether a bat is allowed to be used in a game.

11. There will be a time limit set for each game.  A new inning will not begin after 1hour and 45 minutes into each game.  In the event of a tie, if the game time is over 1 hour and 45 minutes, each team will be awarded 1 point for standings purposes.       

12. For the purpose of league standings, games will be scored as follows:

a. Winning team will receive 2 points

b. Losing team will receive 0 points

c. In the event of a tie, each team will receive 1 point

d. In the event of a preventable forfeit, the team responsible for the forfeit will be assessed –1 point

13.  There may be a designated batter in the line-up.

14.  All games with a tie in the 7th inning, that are under the 1 hour 45 minute time  frame, will begin extra innings with a runner on second base.  This runner will be the last batter from the previous inning.  Refer to 2d on the courtesy runner.

EACH UMPIRE WILL USE THESE RULES TO THE BEST OF HIS/HER ABILITY AND JUDGEMENT.  THEY ARE THE OFFICIALS AND THEIR DECISIONS ARE NOT SUBJECT TO PROTEST.

Article VIII – Etiquette

Section 1

It is expected that each member of the league conduct herself in a manner befitting an organized sports team.

Section 2

A. There is to be no drinking or use of illegal drugs by league players at the field location before their game.

B. There is to be no drinking, use of illegal drugs or smoking by players on the bench or playing during their game.

Article IX – Discipline

Section 1:  Minor Infractions

Minor infractions will be handled by the Umpires during the game.  If an Executive Board Member views minor infractions to be excessive or chronic, appropriate action may be taken.

Examples:

a. Swearing or inappropriate language and/or gestures

b. Throwing of equipment

c. Intentional disruption of play

First infraction will result in a verbal warning.

Second infraction will result in a one game suspension.

Third infraction will result in the removal of the league for the remainder of the season.

Section 2 – Major Infractions

Major infractions will be handled by the Umpires during the game.  If an Executive Board Member witnesses actions that a reasonable person would find to be a major infraction, she may address that infraction on site and/or take the matter to the Executive Board.

Examples:

a. Drinking and or illegal drug use by a player prior to or during the game

b. Attempting to, or intentionally causing injury to another player

c. Verbally or physically abusing an Umpire

d. Destruction of league public or private property

e. Ejection from a game*

First infraction will result in suspension of the current and next scheduled games.

Second infraction will result in a three-game suspension.

Third infraction will result in a season suspension and/or league expulsion.

*An ejection from a game is considered to be a major infraction.  Any player that is ejected from a game will be suspended from the following three games, regardless of whether or not it is the player’s first infraction.  

Any player who is suspended must be present at the games she is suspended from in order for them to count toward her season total.

League expulsion is an option and may be instituted at any time at the discretion of the Executive Board.

All Constitution rules apply to regular and playoff games!

* Denotes infraction of this rule that will result in a forfeit.
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